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	WASTE REDUCTION AWARENESS PROGRAM

W.R.A.P.

IN MINNESOTA SCHOOL LUNCHROOMS 

Jeffers Foundation Awards Program
                      February 1, 2012
	


Attention: All Elementary Schools
Jeffers Foundation is looking for “elementary” schools in Minnesota who have developed and are implementing effective Waste Reduction Programs in their school lunchrooms that can be “shared” with other schools throughout the state.  A recent study completed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency revealed the following: “While recycling and composting efforts often receive the most attention, efforts to “reduce” the amount of waste generated have the greatest potential to reduce costs and benefit the environment. While it is important to try to reduce all waste in schools, we are narrowing the focus for this awards program to include “Elementary School Lunchroom Programs” only. We realize that all schools have the awesome task of providing each student with a well-balanced meal while still meeting federal guidelines. We are attempting to find programs that are the most effective and efficient in reducing the amount of Food and Non-Food Waste generated each day.

Please consider taking some time to complete this “Award Application” form.

Jeffers Foundation will have a committee of qualified reviewers read each Award Application and make recommendations for selection of the most effective programs.

Three schools will be selected to receive the Jeffers W.R.A.P Award. Awards of $5,000, $3,000 and $2,000 will be awarded to the top three programs to be used to continue promoting Food Waste Reduction Programs.

Yours truly,
Paul W. Oberg, CEO





    Dar Fosse


Jeffers Foundation



                              Program Coordinator
Why Should You Apply?
· Get the recognition you deserve - we want to recognize and promote what you  are doing to reduce lunchroom waste both efficiently and effectively.

· Be a model in your community - we'll promote your school on our website, www.jeffersfoundation.org as a model for others to follow.

· Show your students that you're proud of them – they have been a part of the solution by learning methods you have taught them on how to reduce waste in your lunchroom. 
· Improve your program - applying for this award could improve your program by helping you assess your program and results.
                      ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS

              All Minnesota Elementary Schools, public and non-public

	            MINNESOTA ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

                     JEFFERS W.R.A.P. AWARD
Awarded to “three” Minnesota elementary schools who have demonstrated that they have outstanding Lunchroom Waste Reduction Programs.




IMPORTANT APPLICATION INFORMATION:
Deadline for applications to be submitted ELECTRONICALLY
April 1, 2012
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

1. Please answer EACH question.
2. Be brief (150 words or less per question), but descriptive. (Note: Awards are not given based upon length of answers, but upon whether evidence has been given of a commitment to waste reduction and sustainability. 
3. Include any copies of news clippings, educational materials, videos and/or photographs that will help describe the achievements of your program.
4. Review the scoring criteria to make a stronger application. Scoring will be based on 100 total points plus other information presented in this application.
5. In case of ties, Jeffers may request a school visit. 

6. Applications should be submitted electronically.
APPLICATION INFORMATION

Be sure to answer EACH question.
	Applicant  or Contact Name
	
	Phone:
	

	 School Name:
	
	School Phone:
	

	School Address:
	
	Fax:
	

	
	
	Email:
	  

	Total school population (students and staff):
	
	


VOLUME OF FOOD WASTE GENERATED EACH WEEK*: Cubic Yards (  ) or Tons (  )

VOLUME OF NON-FOOD WASTE GENERATED EACH WEEK*:  Cubic Yards (  ) or Tons (  )

	( This information is important. You may need to call your garbage hauler to find out the size of your school's container. Typically, they are 2, 4, 6, or 8 cubic yards. You may also need to find out your hauler’s pickup schedule to make this calculation.
 For example: 4 cubic yards X 3 (pickups/week) = 12 cubic yards each week. You may also use total tons generated rather than cubic yards.


*What process do you use in your lunchroom for Waste Removal? Please explain?

	W.R.A.P.  APPLICATION FORM


	Involvement
1. Who coordinates your school’s Lunchroom Waste Reduction Program? (Name of Committee/Group or Coordinator and their title.)  
2. Please describe ways you have successfully reduced the amount of Food Waste in your school lunchroom. Who is involved and how does it work? (15 points)
3. Please describe ways you have successfully reduced the amount of Non-Food Waste in your school lunchroom.    Who is involved and how does it work? (15 points)
4. How does your program encourage students and staff to reduce Lunchroom Waste (e.g., Posters, assemblies, guest speakers, etc. (10 points)

Planning, Reporting & Evaluating
1. How do you track program activities and results? If you have conducted a food and/or non-food waste audit during the past year, please include results. (5 points)
Reduce/Reuse
1. Describe how your lunchroom program has impacted your purchasing practices. (Examples might include buying recycled-content products, bulk v. packaged foods, using permanent ware and elimination of disposables, using compostable supplies, etc. (10 points)
2. What plans do you have for further improvement of your program in the future? (5 points)

Sustainability

1.  Do you have support and the resources necessary to maintain your program? (Sustainability)

     ___Yes ___No.  Explain. (10 points)

Show and Tell 

1. What do you believe is the most interesting or unique aspect of your program? How long has it been in place? 

      (10 points)
2. If you were to develop a list of the five most effective Ways you have reduced Food Waste in your lunchroom what suggestions would you include on this list? (10 points)
3. If we were to develop a list the five most effective Ways you have reduced Non-Food Waste in your lunchroom, what suggestions would you include on this list? (10 points)

THANK YOU

We appreciate your interest in waste reduction in schools and the time you spent completing this application.
Award recipients will be contacted no later than April 20, 2012

Email applications to:

dfosse@jeffersfoundation.org
If you have any questions about the information requested in this application please call:

 Dar Fosse 612-747-3245

Email: dfosse@jeffersfoundation.org


















